Abstract. Effect of activin
During the isolation of inhibin from ovarian fluid, two polypeptide stimulators of follicle-stimulating hormone secretion were discovered (1, 2) . These stimulators resemble inhibin in their structures.
One is a homodimer of ßA-subunit of inhibin and the other is a heterodimer of ßA-and ßB-subunits (1,2). These two stimulators, which are now termed activin A and activin AB, respectively, affects not only FSH secretion from gonadotropes, but they also modify secretion of other pituitary hormones (1) (2) (3) (4) . We reported previously that activin A attenu¬ ated release of prolactin and GH in response to TRH and GHRH, respectively (3, 4) . It (9, 10) . The medium was collected and was stored at -20°C until the assay of GH. GH was measured by radioimmunoassay (11) . To determine intracellular content of GH, cells were scraped off using a rubber policeman. Then 0.1 mol/1 NaOH was added and cells were freeze-thawed for three times followed by an aspiration through a 26 G needle. The broken cell suspension was neutralized by adding 0.1 mol/1 HC1 and centrifuged. The supernatant was stored at -20°C until the assay. In some experiments, cells were incubated with transforming growth factor-ß (TGF-ß), since activin A is structually related with TGF-ß.
Statistical analysis was performed with the use of the (Fig. 2) . Thus (Fig. 4) . Effect of activin A on TRH-induced GH secretion. 
